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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 4-7, 1 0, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Melo et al. (US 6,431,772). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Melo et al disclose a computer-implemented printing system 
comprising: a set of printers configured to print user-selected print jobs (printers 210, 
220 and 260); a communications link (public data communication network 250); and a 
processor linked via the communications link to the set of printers (computer 200), the 
processor having a user interface configured to accommodate user-selection of a sub- 
set of printers (button with a pointer device in a graphical user interface), the processor 
further configured to communicate plural print jobs to the sub-set of printers upon a 
single command (printer driver may transmit a print job one or more of the local printers 
210 and 220, and a print job to the remote printer 260 in response to a single print 
request at an application) (col. 2, lines 25-67, col. 3, lines 1-6). 
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4. Regarding Claim 4, Melo et al disclose a system, wherein the communications 
link is the Internet (public data communication network 250, such as the Internet) (col. 2, 
lines 25-36). 

5. Regarding Claim 5, Melo et al disclose a system, wherein at least one of the 
printers in the sub-set of printers is in a remote location from the processor (remote 
printer 260) (col. 2, lines 25-36). 

6. Regarding Claim 6, Melo et al disclose a system, wherein the sub-set of printers 
is a single printer (either of local printers 210 or 220, or the remote printer 260) (col. 2, 
lines 51-54). 

7. Regarding Claim 7, Melo et al disclose a computer-implemented printing system 
for printing to multiple print jobs via a single print command (in response to a single print 
request at an application), comprising: plural printers (printers 210, 220 and 260), each 
printer configured to print user-selected print jobs (button with a pointer device in a 
graphical user interface); a communications link (public data communication network 
250); and a computer linked to the printers via the communications link (computer 200), 
the computer having a user interface configured to accommodate user selection of a 
plurality of print jobs (button with a pointer device in a graphical user interface), wherein 
the computer is further configured to communicate the plurality of print jobs to the 
respective printers without the user separately ordering each individual print job (printer 
driver may transmit a print job one or more of the local printers '21 0 and 220, and a print 
job to the remote printer 260 in response to a single print request at an application) (col. 
2, lines 25-67, col. 3, lines 1-6). 
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8. Regarding Claim 10, Melo et al disclose a system, wherein plural print jobs are 
sent to a single printer (either of local printers 21 0 or 220, or the remote printer 260) 
(col. 2, lines 51-54). 

9. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Melo et al disclose a system, wherein the user interface 
includes a user-selectable submit icon (button with a pointer device in a graphical user 
interface) which sends the plurality of print jobs to the printers in a single command 
(printer driver may transmit a print job one or more of the local printers 210 and 220, 
and a print job to the remote printer 260 in response to a single print request at an 
application) (col. 2, lines 25-67, col. 3, lines 1-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 2, 3, 8, 9, 12-14, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Melo et al. in view of Minari (US 6,809,831). 

12. Regarding Claim 2, Melo et al fail to teach a system, wherein the user interface is 
configured to allow a user to select attributes for each print job. 

Minari teaches a system, wherein the user interface is configured to allow a user 
to select attributes for each print job (Fig. 5, S502) (col. 4, lines 15-39). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo with the teaching of Minari 
to allow a user to select the characteristics for each print job. 

13. Regarding Claim 3, Melo et al fail to teach a system, wherein the processor is 
further configured to store the plural print jobs as a distribution list for subsequent use. 

Minari teaches a system, wherein the processor is further configured to store the 
plural print jobs as a distribution list for subsequent use (Fig. 4) (Memory 405 is 
equipped with a print job accumulator 407 that stores the print job object) (col. 4. lines 
10-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo with the teaching of Minari 
to store the print jobs for printing later. 

14. Claim 8 is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 

15. Claims 9, 14, and 20 are rejected for the same reason a claim 3. 

16. Regarding Claim 12, Melo fails to teach a system, wherein the user interface 
includes a pull-down menu for user-selection of each print job. 

Minari teaches a system, wherein the user interface includes a pull-down menu 
for user-selection of each print job (Fig. 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo with the teaching of Minari 
to allow a user to choose attributes of a print job using a pull-down menu. 
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17. Regarding Claim 13, Melo et al teach a computer-implemented method of 
printing to multiple print jobs from a single computer in a single action, the method 
comprising: receiving user input defining plural print jobs; receiving a print directive to 
print the print jobs on respective network devices, wherein at least one of the network 
devices is a printer. 

Melo et al fail to teach a computer-implemented method, the method comprising: 
each print job having print job attributes; and directing identified network devices to print 
respective print jobs according to the corresponding identified attributes. 

Minari teaches a teach a computer-implemented method, the method comprising: 
each print job having print job attributes (Fig. 3) (user can set the print job attribute of 
the print job object on this set screen) (col. 3, lines 35-39); and directing identified 
network devices to print respective print jobs according to the corresponding identified 
attributes (print job executer 403 processes the print data referring to the print job 
attributes stored in the print job attribute section 502) (col. 4, lines 28-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo with the teaching of Minari 
to allow a user to print respective print jobs according to its characteristics. 

18. Claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as claim 13. 

19. Claims 15-18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Melo et al. and Minari as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Olson et 
al. (US 2002/0016921). 
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20. Regarding Claim 15, Melo et al and Minari fail to teach a method, where user 
input is selection of a print distribution list. 

Olsen et al teach a method, where user input is selection of a print distribution list 
(pre-defined lists can be chosen from) (page 15, paragraphs [0349] and [0350]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo and Minari with the teaching of 
Olsen to allow a user to select a stored print distribution list for printing out print jobs. 

21. Regarding Claim 16, Melo et al and Minari fail to teach a method, further 
comprising reaccessing the stored print distribution list and printing an electronic 
document according to the plural print jobs on the stored print distribution list. 

Olsen et al teach a method, further comprising reaccessing the stored print 
distribution list and printing an electronic document according to the plural print jobs on 
the stored print distribution list (pre-defined lists can be chosen from) (page 15, 
paragraphs [0349] and [0350]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo and Minari with the teaching of 
Olsen to allow a user to select a stored print distribution list for printing out print jobs. 

22. Regarding Claim 17, Melo et al and Minari fail to teach a method, further 
comprising reaccessing the print distribution list, modifying at least one print job on the 
print distribution list and printing an electronic document according to the plural print 
jobs on the modified print distribution list. 
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Olsen et al teach a method, further comprising reaccessing the print distribution 
list, modifying at least one print job on the print distribution list and printing an electronic 
document according to the plural print jobs on the modified print distribution list 
(AddJobData) (page 26, paragraph [0419]. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Melo and Minari with the teaching of 
Olsen to allow a user to update a print job stored in a print distribution list. 

23. Regarding Claim 18, Melo et al teach a method, wherein the network devices 
also includes a computer (computer 200). 

24. Claim 21 is rejected for the same reason is rejected for the same reason as claim 
17. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Leiman et al. (US 6,469,796) discloses printing using a print server having a 
graphical user interface. 

Leong et al. (US 6,687,018) discloses a system and method for distributing print 

jobs. 

Yamagishi (US 6,819,444) discloses an image processing system and its control 
method for broadcast printing. 

Gecht et al. (US 6,859,832) discloses methods and systems for the provision of 
remote printing services over a network. 
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Gassho et al. (US 2001/0022668) discloses a print job management system. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571 ) 272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Satwant K. Singh 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2626 . 
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KIMBERLY WILLIAMS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



